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FIRST, THANK 
YOU!



• End @ 11

• Devices

• Free practice test Saturday 3/30 @ 9am

• (Final) Session 3 Saturday 4/13 @ 9am

LOGISTICS



• Get today’s and last week’s slides:

experttestprep.com/columbine

GET THESE SLIDES



• Practice Reading and Writing problems

• Rhetorical Synthesis (from last week)

• Pronouns

• Subject-verb agreement

• Modifier placement

• Punctuation rules

• Vocab & Transitions

• Practice Math strategies

• Continue using Desmos

• Plug in answer choices to the question

• Plug in your own numbers to the question

TODAY’S GOALS



SAT REVIEW

PART I



• 2 sections with 2 modules each
• Reading & Writing 

• Two 32-minute modules with 27 questions each (54 total 
questions) 

• Short, independent passages with 1 question each

• (10-minute break)
• Math

• Two 35-minute modules with 22 questions each (44 total 
questions) 

• YOU CAN USE DESMOS!!!

• Totals: 98 questions in 2 hr 14 min

SAT/PSAT ESSENTIAL STATS



• Second module of both sections is adaptive
• You will face either an easier or a harder set of 

questions, depending on performance on Module 1
• ~470-530 per section is cut off between easier and 

harder second module

• Getting the harder second module means your 
score potential is higher

• Module 2 may present timing difficulties
• Do as well as you can no matter what

• Don’t try to get the easy second module, or your score 
will be lower

SAT/PSAT ESSENTIAL STATS, II



• Scored out of 1600 points

• Average score: 1060

• 89% of test is multiple choice

• All multiple-choice questions have 4 answer choices

• There is always only 1 correct answer

• ~11 math questions are student-produced response
• Sometimes, a range of answers can be correct

• These can have a negative answer

• Answers accept up to 5 characters

SAT/PSAT ESSENTIAL STATS, III



5 SIMPLE STRATEGIES FOR SAT
1. *Practice! There are 4 official practice tests 

available*
• Khan Academy has free, official SAT-prep course

2. USE DESMOS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE!

3. Never leave a question blank

4. Guess on difficult questions, flagging them to 
return with extra time

5. Instead of always searching for the right answer, 
eliminate 3 wrong answers



READING 
AND WRITING

PART II



Questions always go in this order:

1. Vocabulary (2-4 questions)

2. Reading comprehension (10-12 questions)

a. Question types: main idea, draw conclusions, function of underlined portion, interpret data, 
scientific inference

3. Grammar (7-9 questions)

a. Question types: subject-verb agreement, pronoun choice, punctuation, modifier placement, 
apostrophes

4. Transitions (1-4 questions)

5. Rhetorical synthesis (2-5 questions)

a. New question type!

ORDER OF QUESTIONS



Do the questions in this order:

1. Vocabulary (2-4 questions)—1st

2. Reading comprehension (10-12 questions)—SKIP (5th)

a. Question types: main idea, draw conclusions, function of underlined portion, interpret data, 
scientific inference

3. Grammar (7-9 questions)—2nd

a. Question types: subject-verb agreement, pronoun choice, punctuation, modifier placement, 
apostrophes

4. Transitions (1-4 questions)—3rd

5. Rhetorical synthesis (2-5 questions)—4th

a. New question type!

ORDER OF QUESTIONS



TOP READING STRATEGIES
1. Do vocabulary first, then skip to grammar (~#15)

• Get quick/easy questions out of the way first

2. Read question before reading text

3. Eliminate wrong answers

• Extreme answer choices, ones that draw too far of a conclusion, 
ones that are the opposite meaning

4. Pay attention to transition words and negatives

5. Pay attention to connotation

6. Never leave any question unanswered



1. Rhetorical synthesis 

2. Grammar
• Subject-verb agreement 

• Modifier placement 

• Punctuation rules 

3. Vocabulary and transitions 

4. Reading comprehension (final session)

SPECIFIC READING 
QUESTIONS



RHETORICAL SYNTHESIS
● 4-8 questions total (7-15% of test)
● Always the last ones on a module
● Question features a series of bullet-point notes taken on a subject
● You are asked to synthesize the information to achieve a rhetorical goal

• “The student wants to emphasize the aim of the research study.”
• “The student wants to emphasize the study’s methodology.”
• “The student wants to emphasize the duration and purpose of the Smith’s work.”

Problem-Solving Process
1. DO NOT READ THE NOTES
2. Read the first sentence of the question
3. Eliminate answer choices that do not achieve the goal
4. Only reference notes if two choices could answer the question











PRONOUNS
● ~2 questions per test
● Examples of pronouns: 

○ It
○ They
○ You
○ We
○ He or she
○ One
○ This
○ These



PRONOUNS
1. Notice all 4 choices are pronouns
2. Find/highlight the pronoun’s antecedent

a. The “antecedent” is the noun the pronoun stands for
b. Antecedent can only be in the sentence you are in or 

in the previous sentence
3. Choose the pronoun that matches in kind and 

number
a. e.g., if antecedent is “houses,” then pronoun could be 

“they” but not “it”



PRONOUNS



PRONOUNS



PRONOUNS



x

PRONOUNS



PRONOUNS



PRONOUNS



● It’s = It is
● Its = possessive
● Its’ = NOT A WORD

● They’re = They are
● Their = Possessive
● There = Place (“that car over there”)

PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



PRONOUNS: IT’S VS ITS VS THEIR



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
● ~2 questions per test
● All 4 choices will be the same verb but 

different conjugations of it
○ e.g., was vs were vs has been vs was being

● On SAT, 60% of these questions test 
subject-verb agreement, while other 40% 
test tense



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
1. Recognize that all 4 choices are different 

conjugations of the same verb
2. Find/highlight the subject

a. Earliest noun in the sentence after introduction
3. Remove all other words and test subject with 

choices
4. If unsure, replace singular subject with “it” and 

plural subject with “they” and sound out
5. If SAT is testing for tense instead, look for time clues 

in sentence and surrounding sentences



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT



● Modifiers are words or phrases that describe other words in 
a sentence
a. Most commonly adjectives and adverbs
b. But can be verb phrases (especially -ing verbs)

● Modifiers MUST come next to the word they modify
Problem-Solving Process
1. Notice all 4 choices are the same wording but rearranged
2. Find the modifier

a. Usually it’s the introduction to the sentence
b. Usually it’s an -ing verb

3. Ask who or what the modifier is describing
4. Choose the answer that puts that word first

MODIFIER PLACEMENT



MODIFIER PLACEMENT



Same words but 
rearranged

Who or what is 
“assessing the films”? 
Put that word first

MODIFIER PLACEMENT



“Critics” were assessing 
the films and therefore 
must be the first word

MODIFIER PLACEMENT



MODIFIER PLACEMENT



“Commercial plastics” are “cheap, 
versatile, and easy to produce” and 
therefore must come first

MODIFIER PLACEMENT



MODIFIER PLACEMENT



“Henry” is the one described as 
“recovering two years later,” so his 
name must be the first word

MODIFIER PLACEMENT



PUNCTUATION RULES
● Commas are the most common punctuation tested

○ These often come in pairs around interruptions
● Semicolons are identical to periods

○ Need an independent clause before and after
○ **Can eliminate semicolon and period if both are options 

with identical wording**
● Colons introduce or reveal

○ Need an independent clause before; after can be anything
● Dashes act like parentheses

○ These signal interruptions or side comments
● Consider the no-punctuation options



PUNCTUATION RULES



PUNCTUATION RULES



PUNCTUATION RULES



PUNCTUATION RULES



PUNCTUATION RULES



PUNCTUATION RULES



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



● 10-12 questions (~19-22% of test)
● Read full selection
● Pay attention to transition words already in the 

text and negatives (e.g., “however,” “although,” 
“while,” “but,” “not,” “don’t,” “didn’t”)

● Think of root words and prefixes/suffixes
● Identify the connotation(s) of the text
● Process of elimination and matching 

connotation are vital for these

VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



VOCABULARY AND TRANSITIONS



MATH

PART III



1. Use Desmos as much as possible

2. Guess on difficult questions, and flag them to return

3. Focus on what you DO know, not what is confusing you

4. If you don’t see how to solve the entire problem, take one step you 
know you can take

5. If a word problem gives you a number, you are almost certainly 
going to use that number

6. Pay special attention to negatives in problems, as this is the most 
common source of errors

7. y=mx+b is the most important equation for the test

SAT MATH TIPS



1. Using Desmos
2. Guessing and checking 
3. Plugging numbers in 

TOP MATH STRATEGIES



1. Solving for x
• Note: if using Desmos to solve for x in an equation with 

no “y,” Desmos displays the solutions as vertical lines
2. Systems of equations
3. Finding maximum/minimum values
4. Finding factors of a polynomial
5. Finding equivalent expressions
6. Translating graphs
7. Inequalities

USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



USING DESMOS



GUESSING AND CHECKING
1. Solving for x

a. Desmos is often easier for this 
2. Other algebra problems
3. Systems of equations

a. E.g., what is the value of x in the solution of the 
following system of equations?

b. System of equation word problems
4. Word problems
5. Finding equivalent expressions
6. Inequalities



GUESSING AND CHECKING



GUESSING AND CHECKING



GUESSING AND CHECKING



GUESSING AND CHECKING



GUESSING AND CHECKING



PLUGGING NUMBERS IN
1. When asked to solve for the value of a 

constant
2. When given constants that make using 

Desmos difficult
3. When asked to interpret part of an 

equation/expression



PLUGGING NUMBERS IN



PLUGGING NUMBERS IN



PLUGGING NUMBERS IN



PLUGGING NUMBERS IN



AGAIN, 
THANK YOU!


